
 

WEATHERMAN WALKING 
ABERGYNOLWYN 5 MILES 

29 

H 

A walk from BBC One Wales Weatherman Walking se-

ries, starring Derek Brockleway. 

 

The walk begins at Nant Gwernol Station on the Talyllyn 

Railway.  Park at the Talyllyn Railway Station car park at 

Abergynolwyn, on the B4405.  Alternatively take the  

Talyllyn Railway, Timetables are available in the games 

room. 

 

Dyfi Forest conceals the remains of many old slate 

quarries that once provided work for hundreds of men. 

The best known is Bryn Eglwys at the head of Nant 

Gwernol where in 1877, around 8,000 tons of slate was 

produced. The slates were transported from the quarry 

along an extensive system of tramways and inclines 

that approached Abergynolwyn Station where the 

tramway joined the Talyllyn Railway. A series of walks 

run from Nant Gwernol Station into the quarry. 



                  Castell Y Bere 

Another of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth's castles, Castell Y Bere was built 

after 1221 in Merioneth.  The castle was impressive, with strong tow-

ers, simple curtain walls, and strong rock-cut ditches.  A rectangu-

lar tower with one end rounded off provided an advantageous 

field of fire on the most vulnerable side. This 'D' shape was quite 

unique and marked out the Welsh castles from their Norman coun-

terparts. This tower probably contained the royal chapel where the 

princes would worship, whilst evidence of deep cisterns for a con-

stant water supply meant that the castle was well-prepared for be-

ing under siege. 
 

Half a Mile along the road from the castle you will find the  

monument to Mary Jones, whose barefoot walk 

to Bala in search of a Welsh Bible helped to in-

spire the founding of the British and Foreign Bible 

Society.   


